
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 18 November 2010] 

 p9181b-9181b 
Mr Andrew Waddell 

 [1] 

FOOTHILLS INFORMATION REFERRAL SERVICE 

Statement by Member for Forrestfield 
MR A.J. WADDELL (Forrestfield) [12.57 pm]: I would like first to acknowledge the wonderful Yule Brook 
College, which was a state finalist in the WA Innovative School of the Year category of the WA Education 
Awards 2010. I would also like to acknowledge Orange Grove Primary School, which was a finalist in the same 
category. Yule Brook also made it to the semi finals of the WA Numeracy School of the Year category, and that 
is excellent. I would also like to acknowledge the High Wycombe Tavern, which recently won an award for best 
family restaurant, which is wonderful to see in our area. 

I also take the opportunity to inform the house of an organisation called the Foothills Information Referral 
Service, which is a non-profit organisation that has been run since 1992. It works very diligently in my 
electorate. Since 2008 it has sponsored the early years coordination project, which seeks to improve the 
outcomes of the Australian Early Development Index in five areas of child development. In my electorate of 
Forrestfield, the percentage of vulnerable and at-risk students in all five of these areas is much higher than both 
the state and federal average. In the area of physical health and wellbeing, the percentage of children in 
Forrestfield below the tenth percentile is 19.5 per cent—more than twice the state average. In the area of literacy 
and numeracy, the percentage is 14.2 per cent in High Wycombe and 14.6 per cent in Forrestfield, compared 
with the national average of 8.9 per cent. These poor results in early childhood development are an indication of 
the inequalities of opportunity faced by many families in my electorate. Thankfully, FIRS has run a number of 
initiatives to combat these issues of early childhood development, and I thank it for doing so. 
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